
Annual Reports from Councillors Appointed to Outside Bodies 
 

 
1. Citizens Advice Bureau 

Councillor Edna Stevens 
 
I have attended some of the meetings and the AGM of CAB.  Their finances are 
in order and I believe they are doing a good job assisting residents of Harlow with 
a range of problems although a lot of these are related to debt and changes in 
benefit.  They are suffering from an increasing workload due to changes in the 
benefits system but are coping. 
 

2. Great Parndon Community Association Board 
Councillor Bob Davis 
 
Over the years GPCA has developed as an organization that provides social, 
educating support and wellbeing for the community. This has been achieved with 
the support of the Council allowing GPCA to develop a business model that 
requires no support and has become self-sufficient in raising funds to support 
themselves. 
 
GPCA have invested in the facilities they run including water management 
systems, low energy lighting and double glazing. They have replaced the heating 
system at the Abercrombie centre at a cost of £27,000 a new playground and 
garden costing £25,500.  They have also carried out refurbishment works and 
installed a new boiler at Maulds Hatch totalling £8,000. They have also replaced 
the floor at Sherards Hatch and installed a new boiler at the Link spending 
£8,500. 
GPCA employs over 45 local people, have over 70 volunteers and a membership 
in excess of 2000 people.  
 
Other services provided are:- 

 5 Pre schools 

 1 full time nursery 

 1 after school club 

 2 social clubs and 2 function rooms together with 4 community halls 

 There are over 420 users of the active retirement clubs and are 14 junior 
and 8 senior football clubs 

 42 sport activities and 14 social groups are supported by GPCA 
 
They have managed a number of events in the town park and have been 
involved in developing the long term strategy for the town park. 
I recently arranged a meeting with Officers and GPCA to discuss the impact of 
the new health centre and football pitch on the Abercrombie centre. There were a 
number of other issues raised and are ongoing . One suggestion from Officers 
was to measure the social capital of the services provided. 
 
 
 
 



3. Harlow Arts Council 
Councillor Jean Clark 

 
The Harlow Arts Council is a voluntary umbrella organisation for visual and 
performing arts in the Harlow area. 
 
Much of our time has been devoted to making funding bids. We were granted 
£1,000 by the Harlow Health Centre Trust. We have just heard from the Essex 
Grants officer that we were awarded £4340 (£2500 from the Chair's fund and 
£1840 Harlow Recreation Trust).  This was something of a cliffhanger, but it now 
enables us to organise the summer Festival and Art of the Garden Party at the 
museum (Sunday, July 3rd). Last year was very successful, with 9 local groups 
performing. 
 
A member who administers a website and other social media, updated all sites to 
reflect partners' arts information and usage has increased accordingly. 
 
During the year, we discussed the Council's wish to develop a Public Arts 
Strategy and also the clear need for a full -time co-ordinator/planner/fund-raiser 
for the arts in Harlow. 
 

4. Homelessness Action Panel 
Councillor Edna Stevens 

 
I have attended most of their monthly meetings and also the open day of 
Streets2Homes.  The open day was very interesting and it was good to meet 
some of the recipients of their help. They are so pleased with their new cooker for 
which they raised the money and which makes it easier to provide hot 
meals each day.  A hot breakfast must be so beneficial to anyone sleeping out. 
They also help with the writing of CVs by providing Computers.   
 
 

5. South Anglia Housing Association  
Councillor Danny Purton 
 
I was appointed as the representative of Harlow Council to the above body and 
after Interview and Induction Course was accepted onto the Board of South 
Anglia Housing Limited. This is the local subsidiary that manages all the previous 
East Herts Council Housing and operates throughout the Southern part of East 
Anglia and into North East London. 
 
Apart from attending regular meetings, I have visited properties of different 
tenures around Bishops Stortford and observed the Repairs & Maintenance Call 
Centre in operation – there is considerable use of jargon and acronyms which I 
will admit that I am still yet to master but the organisation appears to be well run 
and there are various options for tenants to express their views on the service 
they receive. 
 
The Board are presented with regular management reports on KPI’s and financial 
performance - more recently they have been grappling with the consequences of 



the Governments plans to reduce rents and force the discounted sales of 
Housing Association properties. The National Circle Board voted to accept the 
option to cooperate with a voluntary scheme. The financial effects of the enforced 
rent reductions have caused a reorganisation and redundancies – the right-to-buy 
effect is likely to lead to a greater emphasis of build for sale. There are 
negotiations underway to centralise some decision-making within Circle 33 and to 
amalgamate with Affinity Sutton Housing Association. It appears that investment 
decisions are taken elsewhere and the local board focusses on management of 
existing stock. 
 
Since the turn of the year I have not been able to attend a number of meetings 
due to conflict with other Council commitments connected with my Local Plan 
responsibilities. I have found my involvement very informative generally in 
respect of housing issues which is not my area of special interest and of several 
initiatives that may be useful in Harlow. Apart from these aspects which I have 
found personally positive, I am not completely sure that the Council gains 
anything from our representation on this worthwhile institution – also if my future 
responsibilities for the Local Plan involve discussions with Developers and 
Housing Associations then it might not be appropriate anyway for myself to be 
the representative. 
 

6. Stansted Airport Community Trust Fund 
Councillor John Strachan 

 
There has only been one meeting prior to this report, where several grants were 
awarded to various projects within a 10 mile radius of Stanstead Airport. 
 
It was noted that there were no applications from Harlow and it is rare that there 
is, and that more needs to be done to promote the charity. 
 

7. Stansted Airport Consultative Committee (STACC)  
Councillor Danny Purton   
 
I was appointed as the representative of Harlow Council to the above body and 
have played an active role through my attendance and participation in the two 
working groups covering Environment/Infrastructure and User Experience as well 
as at the main STACC meetings. I also participated in the Transport Forum held 
on 3 March 2016 and the visit of the LSCC Commission on 11 February 2016. 
 
The issues covered have been diverse including revised routes for aircraft take-
off, landing and stacking ; increased biometric passport channels ; facilities for 
passengers with disabilities ; vehicular drop-off restrictions due to security 
concerns ; increase in fixed electrical power usage for standing aircraft ; Sound 
Insulation Grants ; Environmental protection beyond Airport Boundary ; 
Community and Educational provisions ; Transportation initiatives. 
 
Since Stansted Airport was taken over by Manchester Airports Group (MAG) 
there has been a sustained increase in passenger numbers, aircraft movements, 
destinations, airlines and economic sustainability. The Airport is playing a 
significant role not only in the local community but on a wider stage through 



Regional and National networks and in particular in the London Stansted 
Cambridge Corridor initiative which is important in the future development of the 
Airport and for Harlow. 
 
Stansted Airport is rightly proud to be first in Public Transport access and Cargo 
traffic, it is looking forward to welcoming new flight routes including British 
Airways over the coming period. This will mean new Jobs and Training 
opportunities for our community and Harlow needs to make sure it is developing 
the positive links to the Airport in order to realise our ambitions. Active 
participation in STACC and the networking that it leads onto, maintains our high 
profile and enables us to take advantage of opportunities that arise.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


